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118 Lion Blvd   PO Box 187   Springdale UT 84767 * 435-772-3434    fax 435-772-3952 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPRINGDALE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING ON MONDAY JUNE 22, 2020 AT 4:00 PM 

AT THE CANYON COMMUNITY CENTER, 126 LION BLVD, SPRINGDALE, UTAH. 
 
Meeting convened at 4:20 pm. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Rich Levin, Kelly McKean, Mavis Madsen 
ALSO PRESENT: Director of Community Development Tom Dansie, Town Clerk Darci Carlson, and 
Deputy Clerk Katy Brown recording. Please see attached list of citizens signed in. 
 
Commission Discussion and Announcements:  
Town staff asked the Commission to determine who could act as Chair to manage the meeting.  

• Ms. Madsen nominated Mr. Levin to fill the Chair position for the year. Mr. Levin accepted. 
 
Motion made by Mavis Madsen to assign Rich Levin to the Chair position for the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 
McKean: Aye. 
Levin: Aye.  
Madsen: Aye. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of Agenda: Motion made by Kelly McKean to approve the agenda; seconded by Mavis 
Madsen.  
McKean: Aye. 
Levin: Aye.  
Madsen: Aye. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Action Items 
1) Historic ditch stone application review: Request to use historic irrigation ditch stone for the 
construction of a National Registry of Historic Places monument and plaque at 980 Zion Park Blvd 
– Under the Eaves Inn: Mr. Dansie said there were several pallets of salvaged stone comprised of 
original irrigation ditch stone along with stone from the 1970’s and early 2000’s from various roadway 
projects. 
Mr. Levin ascertained that the original ditch stone, although of great historic value, might not have the 
same structural integrity as the rest of the newer stone.  

• Mr. Dansie said that in the case of the historic ditch monument near MeMe’s Cafe, the actual 
historic ditch stone served as more of a decorative veneer. Newer stones were used for the bulk 
of the monument to ensure structural integrity.  

• Mr. McKean came from a construction background and agreed with that approach after looking at 
the proposed monument dimensions. The true historic ditch stone would be best utilized as a 
decorative element.  

 
Ms. Madsen referred to the guidelines set by the Commission in regard to handling requests for the use 
of the historic stone (Attachment #1). She wondered if the historic stone should first be used for the 
projects outlined as priorities by the Commission.  
Mr. Levin understood the notion that the projects identified by the Commission should be seen as the 
highest priority. However, given that there were applications currently before the Commission for its use, 
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he was happy to approve the use of the stone. He believed there would be enough stone to highlight in 
many different projects. 
 
Ms. Carlson noted that the Commission had approved the use of the stone for the construction of a 
bicycle hub near the Pizza Noodle. During construction, the contractors found that the original ditch stone 
was more challenging to work with because of age and condition. The resulting project was thus primarily 
comprised of the newer era stone which had more structural integrity.  
 
Ms. Madsen asked if any community member would be able to apply for use of the stone. 

• The Commission had established specific criteria that use of the stone shall provide a town-wide 
benefit rather than solely benefitting a private property owner.  

 
Mr. Levin invited members of the public to speak on the topic.  
 
Joe Pitti was present as the applicant. He had been impressed by the standardized and unifying design 
used by the City of St. George to designate historical sites and was in support of bringing a similar 
initiative to Springdale. Prior to the SR-9 reconstruction, there was an irrigation ditch in front of his home. 
He was saddened when it was removed to widen the roadway. He had an emotional connection to the 
stone and would love to have it incorporated in the monument to commemorate his home being 
designated by the National Registry of Historic Places. He asked the Commission who would assume 
financial responsibility for the monument.  
 
Janet Hollis was in full support of the Commission approving the application to use the historic stone in a 
monument at Under the Eaves. She felt the house was one of the most special locations in Springdale 
because of its history. It was a beautiful home in a prominent place in town.  
 
Mr. Levin asked if a determination could be made on the application prior to resolving the question of 
which party would fund the monument.  

• The Commission was free to approve the use of the stone and if the Council did not ultimately 
approve funding, it would be up to the discretion of the property owner whether or not to continue 
with the project. 

 
Motion made by Kelly McKean to approve the use of the historic irrigation ditch stone for the 
construction of a monument and the design is subject to approval later; seconded by Rich Levin.  
McKean: Aye 
Levin: Aye 
Madsen: Aye  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Brown was excused at 4:52 pm. 
 
2) Historic ditch stone application review: Request to use historic irrigation ditch stone for the 
construction of monument and plaque commemorating the RAP Tax-funded community mosaic 
project on Lion Blvd – Red Rock Weavers Guild: Mr. Levin felt this application was similar in nature to 
the previous item but invited the public to offer feedback for consideration. 
 
Joe Pitti felt that the mosaic project, although a great addition to the community, was not historic in 
nature. He urged the Commission to reserve the historic stone for projects that actually held historic 
value.  
 
The Commission agreed that use of the historic stone should only be approved for projects that held 
historic significance. 
 
Mr. Levin asked if there was enough funding left over the Red Rock Weavers Guild to be able to build a 
monument if the use of historic stone was not approved. 
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