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From the Mayor’s Desk

In Search of the Magic Wand
Springdale is a very unique place to live and work.  That is 
not a news flash but something all of us understand.  We 
are currently facing several issues, and all of them have 
answers.  We also are facing several opportunities that will 
make Springdale a better place to live and work if we can 
take full advantage of them.  Springdale is definitely not a 
static community.  I receive weekly (and sometimes daily) 
requests to fix this or fix that.  I have searched everywhere 
I can but still haven’t found that magic wand that will fix 
all the problems and make all the great things happen.  I 
knew going into this job that there was no way to please 
everyone, and at times some people will be upset, either 
because of what I have tried to do, or what I haven’t been 
able to do for them.  For the most part, serving as Mayor 
has been what I have expected.  

To those that have served or are currently serving the 
residents and guests of Springdale, thank you!  It takes a lot 
of people to make things happen and the load is easier with 
more hands.  There are many people who have sacrificed 
their time and energy to serve and give back to the 
community.  I appreciate them and can’t thank them 
enough.  It is sometimes difficult to serve.  It is not always 
immediately rewarding.  But the need is there.  The 
community needs more people willing to volunteer and 
serve their community in lots of ways.

I want to thank Kathy LaFave for the years she has served.  
I was saddened by her resignation but understand her 
situation and I am in full support of that decision.  Now is 
the chance for people to step up and help fill that spot.  
There is still a vacancy on the planning commission as an 
alternate that is available for someone to fill.  You don’t 
have to have a certain degree, or have political experience 
to fill these positions.  You just need to be willing to put 
the time in to study and learn your duties, and then be able 
to make common sense decisions.  There are plenty of 
people to help in the process.  I was taught that the biggest 
failure in life is the failure to do.  I know of no one that is 
perfect in every decision they have made.

Continued on page 2

Removal of Russian Olive 
and Tamarisk on the Virgin 

River in Springdale

The Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands (UD-
FFSL) has received a grant from the United States Forest 
Service to assist with the removal of Russian olive and 
tamarisk, both invasive species, from riparian areas, as well as 
revegetation of these areas with native species. The Town 
Council has partnered with the UD-FFSL and is fully 
supportive of the removal of these invasive species from the 
Virgin River within Springdale. Funding is available over the 
next two years to assist with removal and revegetation
projects on town and private land.  UD-FFSL has partnered 
with the Town of Springdale, the Paiute Tribe, and other 
private landowners to complete demonstration sites this fall. 
Crews will begin removing these species in mid to late 
October and revegetation will take place the following spring.  

Russian olive and tamarisk were brought into the Western US 
from Asia and Europe in the late 1800’s to be used as erosion 
control, wildlife habitat and landscape ornamentals. Both of 
the species met these needs but have proven to be very 
aggressive plants which continue to damage ecosystem health 
and displace native plant species. They also increase 
catastrophic flood risks, decrease property values, cause fire 
danger, and decrease access to property and river for humans 
and animals. Removal of these trees and replacement with 
native trees such as the native willow and cotton wood trees 
are the recommended approach to eliminate the negative 
impacts

Property owners will be an important part of the project. 
They will need to provide access to their properties and assist 
with locating the invasive species, as well as assistance with 
any revegetation projects completed.  Removal techniques will 
include  cutting the trees at the base and spraying the stump 
with a small amount of herbicide to decrease the number of 
resprouts that will need to be treated in the following years. 
Debris will be chipped and left in piles or spread along the 
banks. Owners will be responsible for removing any of the 
plant materials if they choose to do so. Russian olive and 
tamarisk are good materials to use for fire wood. 
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Coming Home to Springdale
An Invitation to Share your Story

Springdale has been welcoming people home for over 
150 years. We invite you to submit an essay about how 
you or someone you know found a welcome here and 
‘came home’ to Springdale – whether for the first time, 
the last time, or some other time or in some other way 
completely. We appreciate that ‘coming home’ isn’t 
strictly a physical experience.  

You don’t have to leave to have a profound “I’m home” 
experience. We hope you’ll share your stories with us. 
We would love to get so many we have to find a 
publisher!  Until then, we’ll print them in the newsletter. 

Please limit your submission to approximately 500 
words. Please send via email to 
springdale@infowest.com. 

Past stories can be viewed on the Coming Home page of 
the town website: ww.springdaletown.com/welcoming-
you-home/coming-home/ 

Invasive Species Removal, Cont. 

The chipped material can be used for walkway mulching. 
Willow and cottonwood plantings will be used when 
necessary, however when the invasive is removed native 
species generally come back without any need for planting. 

Russian olive and tamarisk both resprout from their root 
system and property owners will be expected to complete 
annual maintenance to insure the long term success of this 
project. This project will require a long term commitment on 
the part of the property owners and the Town.

This project will help the entire Town, its residents and 
businesses by improving the health and condition of the river 
corridor. The benefits will include improving natural native 
habitats for riparian species and other wildlife, create a more 
beautiful natural landscape for hikers and rafters, decrease 
flooding impacts, increase property values, and support the 
health of the river for the enjoyment of future generations.

If you have either Russian olive or tamarisk on your property 
and would like to be involved in the project to have these 
tress removed in the future, please contact Tom Dansie at the 
Town Office. 

First Annual Gooseberry Mesa 
Mountain Bike Poker Ride

August 30th

Labor Day Weekend

The Rotary Club is sponsoring a fundraising mountain bike 
ride for August 30th, the Saturday of Labor Day weekend.  
The ride will take place on several mountain bike trails on 
Gooseberry Mesa.

The ride will be raising money for a project to install 
reusable water bottle filling stations (similar to the water 
filling stations in Zion National Park) at the shuttle stops 
in Springdale.  

The ride is a “poker ride” where participants accumulate 
playing cards at several stations along the ride.  The three 
best poker hands will win cash prizes.

Registration forms and all the details are available at:
www.springdaletown.com/rotary-club/mtn-bike-poker-
ride/. 

From the Mayor’s Desk, Cont. 

I also want to recognize the service Dean Cook has 
provided to the community as the longtime President of 
the Visitors Bureau. For many years Dean has worked to 
promote Springdale.  We need to have other business 
leaders come forward to fill his shoes and help move our 
community forward. 

I want to thank you for giving me this opportunity to serve 
Springdale.  I have learned a lot and hope to have made a 
difference for the better when it comes time to hand the 
reigns (minus the magic wand) over to the next mayor.

Mayor Stan Smith 
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