
 

 

ROCKVILLE/SPRINGDALE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
P.O. Box 159 

Springdale, UT 84767 
November 19, 2014 

Rockville Community Center 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL – Chair Michael Plyler called the meeting to order at 6:30 

p.m. with the following members of the Rockville/Springdale Fire Protection District Board present:    
Luci Francis, Louise Excell and Barry Rhodes.  John Callahan was excused.  Also present was Chief 
Joe Barker.  Elaine Harris recording. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Barry Rhodes moved the amended agenda be approved.  Luci 

Francis seconded the motion and a roll call vote indicated all those present voted in favor of the 
motion. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT AND QUESTIONS – There were no questions or comments from the 

public.  
 

4. APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE 2015 TENTATIVE BUDGET – Louise 
Excell clarified that the document to be approved contains the corrections from the work meeting of 
the previous evening.  The $50,000 that has been contributed to the Fire Truck Reserve throughout 
the year is now correctly reflected in both the Revenues and Expenditures.  Chair Plyler pointed at 
that the projected 2014 budget is $644, 575, even though we budgeted $606,036 for that year.  The 
excess there is the result of the donation from Springdale which came after the 2014 budget was 
approved.  However, it is not the full $60,888 because some of the other budgeted items have run 
under estimate.   
 
Barry Rhodes moved to approve Resolution No. 14-1119-1, A Resolution to Approve the 2015 
Tentative Budget, as presented.  Luci Francis seconded the motion and a roll call vote indicated all 
those present voted in favor of the motion. 

  
5. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING A VOLUNTEER PROPOSAL 

FROM A DIXIE STATE UNIVERSITY ACCOUNTING STUDENT TO RESEARCH AND 
CREATE A BASIC CUSTOMER DATABASE FOR THE DISTRICT – Discussion took place 
relative to the benefits for the District as well as the student.  It will require support provided by the 
District in the form of time.  This student will work directly with the Clerk either by email or actual 
work on the District’s computer.  Louise stated she was familiar with the internship offered by a 
number of the schools at the University and they are generally very well-structured, wholly 
academic and educational in their nature; this is not just busy work for kids to earn credit.   

 
Barry Rhodes moved to accept the proposal as presented and engage the student as an intern.  Louise 
seconded the motion and a roll call vote indicated all those present voted in favor of the motion. 
  

6. APPROVE THE 2015 MEETING SCHEDULE – Louise Excell moved to approve the meeting 
schedule for 2015.  It was proposed the meeting date for January be changed to the 21st to 
accommodate Mr. Bitters for the Utah Association of Special Districts.  Louise Excell withdrew her 
motion and moved that we approve the meeting schedule as presented with the exception for 
January and reserve the option to change that meeting date to the 21st pending information from Mr. 
Bitter.  Luci Francis seconded the motion and a roll call vote indicated all those present voted in 
favor of the motion. 
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7. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – FIRE SERVICE 

 
a. Report on fire activity since the last Board meeting – During the last month there were three 

calls for the department, two of which were CO alarms and we were able to utilize the new 
Drager monitors.    

 
b. Consideration and possible approval of applicants for the Fire service – There were no new 

applicants. 
 
c. Training update – The certification classes are taking place per schedule.  The feedback from 

the instructors has been phenomenal.  Our crew has taken the training to another level by 
doing things on their own time as a crew/groups coming in on days other than training; 
putting in the effort to pass. 

 
The fire burn trailer is parked in the lower parking lot of the OC Tanner Amphitheater and 
there was a conflict of the smoke interfering with the Turkey Shoot for the November 22 
training.  This training will take place in the parking lot behind the LDS Church. 
 
There still is not a definite date for the HazMat portion of the certifications in January. 
 

d. New business to include requests for budgeted expenditures – There were no requests for 
budgeted expenditures. 
 

8. FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT – Springdale Planning Commission members Jack Archer and Liz 
West are updating the Town of Springdale General Plan.  They have asked to meet with Chief 
Barker to update some of the fire department statistics and our growth projections.  They were 
advised to wait until after the approval of the budget to make sure the changes we have proposed 
take place.   
 

9. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – AMBULANCE SERVICE  
 

a. Report on EMS activity since the last board meeting – Chief Barker reported there had been 
five calls since the last report and all five were transports.           

 
b. Consideration and possible approval of applicants for the EMS service – There were no new 

applicants. 
 

c. Training update – The EMS had their two, regularly scheduled trainings. 
 
d. New business to include requests for budgeted expenditures – There were no requests for 

budgeted expenditures.  The monitor that was approved last month will be shipped in 
approximately four weeks. 

 
Captain Wood has accepted the position of EMS Director for the Ivins/Santa Clara area and 
will, therefore, be leaving the District.  Chair Plyler stated how grateful everyone is for 
Vince’s service and dedication, especially at the wage structure that we have been able to 
offer.  Maggie Averett has been our current EMS Training Officer and has done a great 
service overall in the nine years she has been with the District.  She has been appointed the 
EMS Captain. 
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Louise Excell proposed the printed report Chief Barker provided be placed on the website.  It 
would give the public information relative to what the personnel do.  The response times 
indicated in the report were excellent.  Board Members agreed with providing the report. 
 
Chair Plyler thanked the Chief for all the time he has spent with Luci preparing the budget. 

 
10. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – Chief Barker has done a tremendous job stepping up when Chief 

Christian left and his administrative contribution has been tremendous.  He always has the 
information needed. 

 
The Chair will be gone before Mr. Bitters does his presentation, but Michael felt they should 
strongly consider joining the Utah Association of Special Districts.  He feels that membership would 
be very helpful to the District.  Louise felt it is nice to have an association that has the experience, 
the range of information and knowledge, and the ability to advocate.   

 
11. STANDBY FEE BILLING REPORT TO INCLUDE UPDATE AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

ON DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS – As of the end of October, there was $3,598.26 which was 120 
days past due, an increase of $297.42.     

 
12. CLERK’S REPORT  
 

a. Account balances – There were no questions. 
 
b. Ambulance accounts receivable report to include action on any requests for an adjustment in 

charges – As of the end of October, the accounts receivable was $81,835.31 an increase of  
$16, 619.26.   
 
The Clerk reported that she had received two complimentary notes relative to service 
provided by the ambulance; one of which included a $200 donation. 
 

c. Approval of expenditures for October 2014 – Louise Excell moved the expenditures for 
October be approved.  Luci Francis seconded the motion and a roll call vote indicated all 
those present voted in favor of the motion. 

 
13. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING 
 

August 20, 2014 Special Meeting 
August 27, 2014 Regular Meeting 
September 17, 2014 Regular Meeting 
October 14, 2014 Special Meeting 
October 22, 2014 Regular Meeting 

 
Louise Excell stated she only read the minutes of the meetings she attended.  Luci Francis moved 
the minutes of the above minutes as presented in their packets.  Barry Rhodes seconded the motion 
and a roll call vote indicated all those present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

14. GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION – There was an earlier discussion between Chair Plyler, Luci 
and the Clerk regarding the Springdale donation.  Some equipment has been purchased, submitted 
for reimbursement and paid.  Since then we have purchased SCBAs and the Drager monitor.  From  
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this point forward, we will total the purchases and submit all the applicable purchases for 
reimbursement at once instead of submitting them as purchased. 
 
Seven years ago, Barry Rhodes was elected to the Board and he feels that seven years is enough and 
announced his resignation.  As Chairman, Michael wanted to thank Barry for all his service. When 
Springdale requested Michael be a member of the Board, they stressed they wanted him there 
because he had fire experience, but Barry’s fire experience is with this department and that has been 
invaluable to the Board for the past seven years.  This is a great loss to the District. 
 
A discussion took place relative to the timeline for interviewing applicants for the Fire Chief.  The 
following was decided: 
 
 The deadline for applications is November 30. 
 By December 10, applications will have been reviewed and finalists for interviews chosen. 

The Board will individually review the applications and determine a number that should be 
proposed for final consideration.  This will be done through a rating sheet.  (Louise will 
create a draft of a form for rating the applicants.  The Board will review the draft, give 
input, and a final will be created.)  Those ratings will be given to the Clerk and then two 
members of the Board will meet with a larger committee.  Chief Barker offered that it is 
quite common to have a captain from each of the departments be a part of this selection 
process as well as someone from an outside agency who holds the same position as the one 
being sought.    

The Board can then meet in closed session as a part of a public meeting to review the applicants  
 chosen. 

Those chosen will be contacted and arrange for interviews, preferably sometime in December 
recognizing that may not work with the holidays. 

Assuming those interviews can take place as scheduled, we could have a Fire Chief by the first of 
the year.  We may have to delay that until sometime in January.  Chief Barker has agreed to 
stay through January, if necessary.  He will also be relied upon heavily during the transition 
period. 

  
15. IDENTIFICATION OF ISSUES FOR FUTURE AGENDAS – Public hearings on December 17 

for proposed amendments to the 2014 budget and also the proposed final 2015 budgets.  The final 
budget approval on December 30 as well as a discussion and possible action on hiring a Fire Chief. 

 
16. ADJOURN – Barry Rhodes moved the meeting be adjourned.  Luci Francis seconded the motion.  

A roll call vote indicated all those present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 

Minutes typed by: 
 
                                      Elaine M. Harris 
                                      District Clerk 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
___John Callahan__________     
John Callahan, Vice-Chair 


